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Domestic Violence Investigative Unit
The Domestic Violence Investigative Unit (DVIU) was formed in 
January 2009 and is part of Regional Investigative Services.

The DVIU is comprised of:

 1 Staff Sergeant (Manager).
 4 Detectives (Sergeants/Team Supervisors).
 16 Detective Constables – DV investigators.
 2 Detective Constables – Offender Management.
 1 Civilian – Domestic Violence Victim Coordinator.



Intimate Partner Violence

Any use of physical or sexual force, actual or threatened, in an 

intimate relationship, including emotional/psychological abuse or 

harassing behaviour. Although both women and men can be victims 

of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV), the overwhelming majority of this 

violence involves men abusing women.



Halton Intimate Partner Violence Stats

2016 2017 2018 2019
IPV Calls for service 2883 3156 3320 3613

Arrests 611 640 733 842
Charges 1278 1346 1451 1548



Strategic Priority #2
Reduce crime trends in priority areas across the Region through targeted 
information sharing, cross-agency partnership, and public education.
Unit Goals
 Continue to be a contributing committee member of the Domestic Violence 

Death Review Committee, HVPC, DVCAC and HARRT 
 Continue to evaluate and mitigate risk  
 Continue to complete community presentations as required, to ensure 

members of the public are educated
 Ensure Victims are supported with appropriate resources and provided safety 

planning and advice



CSWB



DVIU Community Initiatives

 Media Releases.

 Public Education.

 Supporting Victims.



Media Releases

Reinforce that no one has the right to abuse another person.

Encourage victims and witnesses to contact the Halton Regional 
Police Service.

Remind Survivors of Intimate Partner Violence They Are Not Alone.

Provide a comprehensive list of community resources for those 
affected.





Public Education
 The Ontario Police College Domestic Violence Investigators 

Course.
 Peel Regional, Hamilton, York Police Services.
 Halton Community Housing.
 Halton District School Board.
 Secondary Victims Education Initiative.
 Halton Women’s Place.



Supporting Victims

 Boxing For Change

 Intimate Partner Violence Assistance Guide

 Regional Safety Plan



Community Partnerships

“Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, 

and working together is success.”

-Henry Ford



Halton Violence Prevention Council (HVPC)
 SAAC
 SAVIS
 Halton Women’s Place
 SAFE
 RADIUS
 Halton CAS
 Thrive Counseling
 Adapt
 Region of Halton



Domestic Violence Coordinators Committee
Ontario Police Agency Domestic Violence Co-ordinators



Domestic Violence Courts Advisory Committee

 Crown Attorney's Office

 Victim Witness Assistance Program

 Halton Women’s Place

 Halton CAS

 SAVIS

 Thrive

 Halton Probation and Parole



Halton Women's Place

Halton Women’s Place will provide a safe haven, information 
and education to support a future without abuse for women 

and their children.



Halton Women's Place
• Safe shelter 
• Burlington- 30 beds, Milton- 22 beds
• Individual & Group Counselling to residential and community clients
• 24 hour crisis and support line
• Transitional support and housing
• Court support and accompaniment
• Child and Youth programming
• Danger Assessments and safety planning
• Public Education
• Referrals to other agencies and supports



Halton Women's Place & HRPS 
Objective: Through nurturing relationships and collaboration, we educate, and 
create knowledge and expertise within the police force with respect to domestic 
violence, enhancing services, experiences and outcome for clients.  

Strategy: Top down approach to collaborate HRPS leadership, who work with us 
to carry that message through the organization.  

Status: Joint protocols developed and established/ Joint training and committee 
work

Opportunities: Collaborative education and awareness projects/campaigns
Provide consultative resources for HRPS policy and strategy



Halton Assessment and Risk Reduction Team

 Halton Crown Attorney's Office

 Halton CAS

 Halton Victim Witness Assistance Program

 Halton Probation and Parole

 Halton Regional Police



Offender Management Unit
Lethality and Recidivism Threat Assessments for Intimate Partner Violence 
offenders.

Actively managing any of the identified High Risk candidates. 

Monitor the 810 Peace Bonds with PAR’s conditions and conducting appropriate 
enforcement.

Actively seek out any wanted persons by the Domestic  Violence  Investigative 
Unit.



Offender Management Unit Stats
2019

Arrests – 24

Criminal Charges – 29

HARRT offenders managed – 55

Risk Assessments completed – 80



Contact Information
Laurie Hepburn M.S.W., R.S.W.
Assistant Executive Director
Halton Women’s Place
905-332-1200 ext 240
905-407-1522 (cell)

Detective Sergeant Tom Hockney #9099
Domestic Violence Investigative Unit
Halton Regional Police Service
905-465-8770
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